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OAYS AGO, A MONSTROUS SKY-SM/P 


CAPTAINED BY A BEING CALLED 
APOCALYPSE, THREATENED TO DESTROY 


WHAT 
HAPPENED? 
WE SHOULDA VV WE DIDN'T HIT IT, 
A MISSED IT BY ] GILROY! /T HIT US! 
: AMILE! THAT SUCKER'S MOVING 
ee) tem SNIGVAN ee ee 
THOUGH IT PARTIALLY BLOCKED 4 
THE RIGHT OF- WAY, THE RIVER'S 
PRACTICAL TUGBOAT CAPTAINS 
CHARTEP A COURSE AROUND 
/T ANP CARRIED OW BUSINESS 
AS USUAL, UNTIL NOW/ 


| 
HAUL HARD 
TO PORT! 
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I CAN'T MAYBE... BUT 
f { THAT LITTLE TUG 
‘T TUS CAN'T HAVE SHAKEN 
THE WHOLE SW/O/ 4] 


1 W'S RICTOR! WM 
HATTAN? ) AN' THE KIDS 'RE 
OW THE 


ap 
| 46 
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WAIT HERE, V YOU'RE SCARED T'LL MAKE A] 
pee THERE ME! {T, AIN'T YA? WELL, I 


6S OF i 
6E WON'T/AN' IM COMIN! AN' YOU 
CAN'T STOP ME! 


YOU WASTE 
YOURSELF ON 
THINGS WE 
CAN HANOLE! 


HEY--DIGITIN 


THANKS, BUDDY! BUT 
; L WASNT KIDDIN! YouR 
YOU UP TILL WE GET " | SHIP SMASHED MY SHIP 


ou AN' I’M GONNA SUE 
YOU TOWED TO SHORE. AQ YOUR TAILS OFF! 


7 HEY, AREN'T THE 
KIOS SUPPOSED 
TO BE OUT WERE 

SOMEWHERE 7 
i vA 
/ VY 


-- BUT IT LOOKS 
LIKE WE'RE 
ABOUT TO 

FIND OuT! 


IT’S A MONDO- 
5 TRANSFORMER! 


HOLIDAY CROWD... FREAK nf 
LIZZARD IN DALLAS... HAPPY G 
NEW YEAR, MR. SUMMERS. 


FREEDOM 
DALLAS = FORA "UR? my Zoue WHEReABoOTS 
mee ALLA R M WHEREA ; 


a_WHILE, anyway. 
f) cD aoe 


ORPHANAGE 
WAS NO PLACE 


TO GROW UP. 


UY THIS INTERVIEW JUST 
MANHATTAN, XQ IN WITH THE CAPTAIN 
THE APOCALYOSE WHOSE TUGBOAT WAS 


WON'T HAVE 
NY KID OF THe apocacyds 10 
WIP WAS COM SWAMPED BY THE 
ONE: gor i TO LIFE. MECHANICAL SHOW: 
( "DID MAopiE Ahad — 
L LEAVE Him? 


«IT SHOT OUT 
OF THE WATER, 
SMASHED MY TUG! 
YOU CAN SEE IT 
OUT THERE IN 
= RIVER. 
X-FACTOR . 
FOLKS 'RE FIGHTIN 
(T! BUT AGAINST 


sane, 
= TEANS 
AND B088Y! 
No! 


THAT SHIP 
COULD CRUSH 


py... MUTANT! 
THE GUY WITH TH 
FORCE BEAMS IN 
His Eves! 


Lai OuR WARDS ARE ON THE | JES’ SIR. RECOGNIZ 

[ SHIP..- KIDS... MY SON... | YOU FROM 
IN DALLAS, CAN'T LET 

IN MANHATTAN, AIR : 


THEM BE HURT... 
Nae tae : 

NO MATTER WHO 
I CHOOSE, THERES 
NO WAY T CAN WIN, 


=== pe : 
TERA ESERIES 


apa 
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MA LOT OF G 


eRe, 
uy? 


BOOM- BOOM! ARTIES 
1S THAT YOu? (| you 7 


HEY, L00K, IT'S X 

MOVING! THINK 
‘RE SUPPOSED 

TO FOLLOW... ! 


Boon SRE... SF Ly 
STRENGTH SEZ NY 
Sa 
oa INN RF AK = iy 
+ AN 3 NX A\W’ =a Z 
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BLAST! cots 
NEUTRALIZE THE ; ! 
COLD FAST AS T JEAN'S GOT ALL SHE =—= 
CAN GENERATE IT! CAN HANDLE OEFLECTING ——— ONE MORE 
TH 


HARD TO CONCEN- ETS! SHE SPARES SECOND AND 
TRATE! GUN SWING - Jar A THOUGHT FOR ME AND Z » Z'LL BE-- 
ING THIS WAY! SHE'S PULP! ia 


THANKS, B ~ YOU 
DID ENOUGH! T CAN 

Pt one aac 
ao. 3 CON CEOSTE! 


be ano 


TRUE Ger 
KILLED? 


TACKLE! DONT woRey, 
LEAH, BOBBY, S22 SAVE 
~ RIGHT! us! 


EEA 


BEAST-- STOP/LET ME 
NDLE IT! KEEP THAT 
Ave GUACAMOLE. 
WE GUACAMOLE 
BETWEEN 


LS gH i/ fe ae 


FIGHTIN'/ 


ICEMAN, QUIT 
GAWKING AND 
AELP TEANL 


V_ SCOTT... 
*Y] XHANKS...BUT om 
A YOU SHOULON'T 

HAVE BO7HERED. 
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a ay, YW KC SY mi 
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CANDY SOUTHERN'S 
(| APARTMENT! AND 
CANDY, WHO LOVED 
ME... ONCE! 


LAST TIME I SAW 
HER...A MONTH AGO? J 
+--SEEMS LONGER... 
WE FOUGHT! A CHILDISH 
MISUNDERSTANDING. .. 
SO AKUCH HAS CHANGED. 


BEEN GONE A 
WHILE. KEPT MY 
PICTURE THOUGH. 
THE O£0 ME...! 


SHE COULD BE HURTOR 

DEAD... BECAUSE OF ME. 

WHY ELSE WOUCO ANY- 
ONE HARM HER? 


IN THE DISTANCE, 
+: APOCAL 


! NO. THEY 
ii TIPPED WITH-~ co) ABANDONED 
Milt) WAAT--? TRANQUI- y ME TO 
LIZER? 2LO/SON? APOCALYPSE... 
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JX |}! 
W” AND 7WA7"S THE rf “Wr BUT SCOTT--Sg7 YOU'LL WALK AWA’ 
I HAVE Re arves MeiNG, you AGAIN Wi EN wee 
JOO, SCOTT! I FEEL GUILTY nN 1S OVER, I DON'T 
BECAUSE I WASN'T THERE TREATING (T WANT TO GET USED 
TO SAVE THEM, LIKE YOU DO! y L WR BA TO.++ 
(NG ON YOU. 
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WELLHE  & 
CAN SORTA 
READ-OLR 
MINDS SOME- 
MES... IF 


You'D a 

RAIN TO » _ —— . 
AES ES S 
( ZZ 8 
‘i age, 
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IT'S THE 


SAIP/\T 
TALKS! 


APOCALYPSE 
WILL NOT 


-- AND YOU WILL REMAIN 
TRAPPED HERE WITH ME UNLESS 
THOSE WITHOUT CAN SAVE US...6.., 


! L/ SW17,,WE CAN HEAR YOU, 
rT CAN YOU HEAR US? WE 
UNDERSTAND THAT THERE 


+ y 3 
(6 A BOMB IN Your HULL. ; Y/ 
WE WILL REMOVE IT. Zi. | ee 
‘ J 
\F THE ONE CALLED 
Wi MARVEL Gi 
\ LIFT ¥OU...2...5...J 
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BN 7 WB eee 
; 1S WAY INSIDE... VA : 
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DON'T SWEAT IT, 
LET'S SEE IT FIX 
WHAT WOW? y 


ads. 

THE BOmMe~ 1S 

INSIDE AND May 

BE DIFFICULT To 

DISLODGE...3... 
\\ A lPZ 


me METAL IT'LL PULL 
ma OFF HIS SKIN. 


a \f 
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iia So 


“W@you've hurt one hair on her head, I'l use judo on yout I'm just the guy todo it, ton! | was in Koreai” 


Dear Reader, iia 
We owe you 


AMAZING SPIDER-MAN, SPECTACULAR SPIDER-MAN, 


MAN, AVENGERS, X-MEN, 


X-FACTOR, NEW MUTANTS, THE 


‘THE SILVER SURFER — will cost you @ quarter more than the rest of the 


Marvel line, with 


‘NAM will be printed and packeged in the 


by the Epic beeks VIDEO JACK and ALIEN LEGION, and will now 


forced ebout 
Cover price (like increased costs for paper, color seperations and 
but the two-tiered cover price system was not our ently option. 


Pro file: MICHAE 
HIGGINS 


Editor/Aseistant Editor on: Along with my assis- 
tant Mike Rockwitz | do SILVER SURFER, a new 
SUB-MARINER book and Marvel's first weekly 
omic (coming soon!) ., . and along with Pat 
Redding we also do the CONAN books, NAM and 
@ few other upcoming projects. 
Marvel freelance credits (past): Well, at one 
time or other I've worked on just about all of 
Marvel's books in one capacity or other. Nothing 
I've worked on particularly stands out in my 
mind. Ask me again In five years. 


li 


§ 
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Marvel freelance credits (present): Actually, | 
have very little time for freelance work right now. 


| plotted a nice HULK story with Herb Trimpe that My 


will probably never see print, but it was a lot of 
fun. 


My hobbies are: My biggest hobby ever was prob- 
ably comics. That's obviously not still a hobby of 
mine. | paint a lot . . . and maybe going to see 
the Grateful Dead can be considered a hobby. 

The single work of which | am most proud Is: 
There's no such thing. There are some paintings 


1'm proud of, but not one in particular. Incomics The 


. +. Maybe I'm proud of having drawn a page 
here or there without anyone noticing. 
My pet peeves are: They number.way into the 
millions .., but fd have to pick lying. Lying 
stinks. | really hate it! 
My place of birth is: Brooklyn, N.Y. Basically, Ive 
lived In Bay Ridge, Brooklyn all my life, Its a 
really nice place ry, praty rare considering it's in 
@ borough of New York l. 

[amar outside the comics 


as Is: Staying alive. Life really is a struggle My 


. . - and just surviving |s an accomplishment. 
My oddest habit ls: Staying up all night for no 


reason, 
tf they were making @ movie of my life, I'd like te 
see my part played by: Me. | don't know that I'ma 
Beet notes or anything, but it might pay a lot. if 

Belushi were alive I'd pick him. (By the way, 
I'm available for WIRED.) A lot of people think J 
look like Howie Mandel — and | have been mis- 
taken for him — so he'd probably be okay to play 


me. 
The reason | into comics was: Because | 
Joved comics! | came to Marvel right out of high 
school. | figured it would be a place where you 
could work and have fun at the same time. I've 


really never worked anywhere else. 


OOOUOO000000 


Peopie who knew me in High School thought | 
was: Welrd. And they were right. 
favorite ‘ere: The Grateful Dead, 
Jorma Kaukonen & Melanie. . . and I'd say John 
Lennon If he were still alive — in the physical 
sense, that Is, 
The last good book | read was: GERMINAL by 
Emile Zola, but | was reading another good book 
— THE COMPLETE VAN GOGH by Jan Hulsker — 
at the same time. It’s probably. a8 good, but 
in a completely different way, 
inst movie | saw was: Ive seen 
movies since then ... but the last excellent 
movie | remember seeing was THE MISSION. 
The biggest influences on my work include: Well, 
favorite comics were done by Stan Lee, Roy 
Thomas, Jack Kirby, Don Heck, Steve Ditko, Neal 
Adams, Barry Smith, P. Craig Russell. . . anda 
zillion more. If I'm going to be pretentious and 
act like a painter I'll say “The impressionists” — 
van Gogh being my favorite, although | generally 
try not to paint like him. 
unfulfilled ambition in the comics 
(s: To write, pencil, ink, letter, color and 
maybe even hand-separate a story for comics, | 
want to do an entire project on my own. 
The worst part of my job Is: Having to get into the 
office every day. Sometimes | know | could ac- 
complish a lot more by staying at home. 
When nobody's looking | like to: Not look elther 
. . . aris it Not look too? Whatever. . 
really want the world to know 


whatever level that means any- 
fe is worth nothing if you don't care. 
when It’s all over will we be leaving the 
a shining ball of blue that anyone can 
call “home"? 


SCOTT, One SS S 
ae Z ' 
7 SN 
A AS | TO you. Cyne I SARTIE 
Loa (( & BictuRe MessAces 


BEEN SEALED 
i ic ) Be) LONG DISTANCE 
<j b \_ DONE SOME Goer, 
. AFTER ALL 


O DI- 
eNeRey FOR MY 
NEEDS. 


RE ALSO 
A A AMI. DON'T 
YOu FEELIT? 


uULD BEA PART OF YOUR FAMILS ‘, 
ee WILL HAVE ME. ) WILL pew 
AND UWNLL BE YOURS TI 


ASA TEAM, We 
ANO IT SEEMS THAT MY peeeo tue SHE. 
FROM APOCALYPSE'S 
CONTROL. 
OUR YOUNG 


ESTLESSNESS HAS MADE 
THEM NEAVOUS 
r. STUDENTS, IN FACT, 
Ly PLAYED THE MOST 
IMPORTANT PART, 


OURS IS 
A SENTIENT 
SHIP CONTROLLED 
BY AN ARTIFICIAL 
INTELLIGENCE. 


IT HAD BEEN 
MECHANICALLY 
SUBVERTED BY 


X-FACTOR'S 
STRENGTH NOW, 
AS EVER, HAS 
BEEN IN OUR 
UNITY. THE UNITED 
. PEOPLE OF 
4 THIS WORLD... 


IT APPEARS, 
APOCALYPSE, 
THAT X-FACTOR 
\ HAS WON THIS 
ANDO. 


AND IN THEIR 
FUTURE, (T WiLL 
PROVE MORE 
DANGEROUS THAN 
ANY BOMB On 
EAR’ 


Oo .-AND 
THOSE CHILDREN, 


ANO IN TIME, THEY 
WILL FIND THAT THAT / 28 
aie re 
S y YOUR FUTURE, 
WILL 15 A THING CALIBAN, HOLDS 
OF (MMENSE - 3 POWER OF A 
DIFFERENT KIND. 
COME... YOUR OWN 
TRANSFORMATION 
4S ABOUT TO 


WHY DON'T You Jam 
COME HOME 
WITH ME--7 4 


Te ORS 


°ucet A DEADLY LADY WITH A PASSION 
FOR ENUSUAL THINGS 
YOU WOLLON'T WANT 7° 86 ONE OF THEM tf 


BOB HARRAS: castor - BOBBIE CHASE: asatstant editor 


‘v0 MARVBL COMICS GROUP - 387 Park Avenue South — New York, New York— 10016 
Auention correspondenta Ifyou don't want your full address printed, please be gure to tall us aot 


Dear Weezie and Co., 
| lke where X-FACTOR is goi 
with your guidance. To me, this boo! 
started out as a way to cash in on the 
fans’ love for the original X-Men without 
the confusion of Juaaling the different styles 
of the two teams. it has grown into a book 
that tells good stories without the restriction 
of having all five of the old guard In every 
situation. Tha members of the old team are 
quite naturally forming individual friendships 
with members of the young mutants, making 
for interesting team-upe that allow us to see 
these characters as people, not as a legen- 
dary team of old. 

| like how the major threats to the group 
usually come from within in the form of per- 
sonality conflicts, self-doubts, and Internal 
skullduggery, and not from continuously 
battling villains and evil mutants. Scott, 
Jean, Hank, and are quite naturally 
concerned with each other. They've known 
each other for years and have become a 
family. They've lived through years of being 
feared for something they had no choice 
about and have become a somewhat closed 
group. With the loss of one of their own, they 
are a little withdrawn. Hopefully, they'll open 
up a little to the new kids. 

Caring and concern — those are the 
things that make this book more enjoyable 
than the other mutant books. The X-Men 
make noble statements and battle epic bat- 
tles for mutantkind’s right to dignity and a 
Place in society. The New Mutants are usu- 
ally fighting because of a stupid move by 
one of their own. And, while both teams fight 
far mutantkind, they never really have that 
responsibility right in their face every day. 
They’ take in mutants, sure. But each one 
that they've taken in has become one of 
them. In fact, new arrivals strive to become 
X-Men. The New Mutants can't wait to 
graduate and join the “grown-up team." With 
that attitude, they're no longer charges to be 
cared for. They become fellow soldiers in the 
war. And any good soldier knows that he or 
she might not live to see the final victory. 
However, the new mutants in X-FACTOR 
are not here to become soldiers. If, after 
mastering their abilities, they wish to fight 
the war for equality, then fine. But, until that 
time, X-Factor has-the day-in/day-out re- 
sponsibility to protect and train these young- 
Sters just to be able to live a normal life. An 
analogy might be the difference between 
the doctors and scientists fighting for a cure 
for Muscular Dystrophy, and nurses and 
families who have to care for the victims of 
the disease every day. When the former 
group succeeds, the latter's work will end. 
When the X-Men win an equal place in the 
world for mutants then X-Factor's struggle 
wont really end, but it will be eased. Until 
then, should one of these young people die 
as a result of a battle that X-Factor was 
involved in, it would be a horrible tragedy 
and a cfushing defeat. 

Well, that’s all | have to say for now. Pass 
on my kind words to all who work on this 
book. If | have only 75 cents and all three 


Mutant books are out, | usualty grab X-FAC- 
TOR. (| also leaf through the other two in the 
store, but don't tell the owner.) My best to 
Walter and the family. Peace. 
Martin F. Cri 
811 Atlantic Ave. 
N. Wildwood, NJ 08260 


And Pax to you, too, Martin — and we 
mean that in the nicest sense! 


Dear X-Guys, 

‘know that Cyclops stopped Master Mold 
Beast and Dazzler did stop the Mutant Thea- 
ter — Including a brigade of maniacs. Jean 
did stop Rictor from destroying San Fran- 


cleco. Yeah, yeah, the Angel and Iceman 
saved tons of people by leading the New 
Defenders. 


But ... Rusty, Skids, and Rictor are the 
teal heroes. Because the hardest thing todo 
(sto stand up and tell the world who you are. 

Thanks for X-FACTOR #20! 

Dave Depew 
537 Harrison 
Council Bluffs, 1A 51501 


You're more than welcome, Dave. 


X-People, 

| just finighed X-FACTOR #21 and | think 
Hodge should have received a more pairiful 
beating! All this time, he's been acting like he 
understands the way mutants feel (not in 
public, of course), then, what does he do? 
He goes and wipes out a crowd of Innocent 
people (the robots did the work, but it was 
his plan) just to make people think that all 
mutants are athreat! =‘ 

When are Scott and Jean and the rest of 
X-Factor going to make it public that they're 
mutants and they just want to help their kind 
Control and use their powers instead of hunt 
‘em down and kill ‘em? This anti-mutant 
hatred among “real humans” is realistic and 
all, but I'm tired of everyone thinking that 
they're all a threat. Why can't they just realize 
there are a few bad ones and a lot of good 
ones, and accept them? After a while, it gets 
depressing. 

So, what's going to happen to Angel now? 
We know he's alive and we see him on page 
20, but | don't see any wings. Apocalypse 
said that they were growing in a previous 
issue, but how long does it take? Will they 
look different? Will he go back to his friends? 
And let's not have Angel getting all wimpy 
about betraying Apocalypse even though he 
“owes” him his life for saving him and grow- 
ing him some wings. | hope he makes an 
appearance soon and returns to X-Factor 
and beats on Hodge for ripping off his for- 
tune and causing everybody a lot of trouble! 

Lastly, thanks for doing such great work 
on ajl your Marvel titles! | know it's not easy, 
but you make me happy and make comic 
Collecting very enjoyable! Keep up the great 
work! 

Jason Brashears 
(Address Withheld By Request) 


Dear Bob, 

it was great to see some positive forward 
direction in X-FACTOR #2111'm really happy 
the team has dropped Hodge and | hope 
they can clear up the X-Factor cover-up, as 
well. I'm extremely bored with the anti- 
mutant sentiment thing and | hope these 
original X-Men are on the way to becoming 
public heroes as well. 

I'm generally pleased with the art. | espe- 
cially like the original randitions each charac- 
ter has! | guess the inks should be smoother 
— it almost seems a little rushed. 

The characterization of the younger kids 
has been great, but Jean, Bobby, Scott, and 
Hank could use some help. | feel that their 
characters are in danger of becoming stag- 
nant. tts like nothing fresh is happening so 
the characters need to concentrate on their 
goals and relationships with each other 
Either get Jean and Scott together or let 
them get on with their lives. And please stop 
Icaman from being such a baby all the time. 

| really do like this book! | just know it can 
be even better . 

Jeff Mitchell 
1784-W. Minnehaha 
St. Paul, MN 55104 


And it does get better, Jeff — every 
Issue! 
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